
Can tables turn?
…UPND Presidential candidate leads with over 81,000 votes in 27 constituencies so far

Yo Maps

It’s ‘Vibes on 
Vibes’

A baby in Livingstone has died after 
being trampled during a political 
rally organized by the United Party 
for National Development (UPND), 
addressed by National Youth Chair-
person Gilbert Liswaniso and other 
senior party officials.

The incident occurred when one of 
the passengers in the vehicle of Liv-
ingstone Mayor Constance Muleabai 
threw money and party regalia into 
the crowd, triggering a stampede.

As people rushed to grab the 
money, a woman identified as Victo-
ria Musiyalike who is in her twenties, 
carrying a child on her back, joined 
the commotion.

Amid the chaos, she did not notice 
that her baby who was just over a 
year old had fallen from her back and 
was subsequently trampled.

Good Samaritans later picked up 
the badly injured baby and rushed 
him to the hospital for urgent 
medical attention where it has been 

reported that he died.
While Ms. Muleabai’s vehicle was 

heading toward the exit gate, rumors 
spread that her car had hit the child, 
sparking outrage among the crowd.

In the ensuing confusion, some 
individuals attacked the mayor’s 
vehicle, extensively damaging the 
windscreen and injuring the driver.

This version of events differs from 
claims circulating on some sections 
of social media, which suggest that 
the attack on the mayor by unruly 
youths triggered a stampede that 
led to the child’s injury that led to his 
death.

A visit to Maramba Urban Clinic 
where the baby was rushed to found 
scores of people gathered outside, 
while police officers were on hand 
to establish the facts of what had 
transpired.

Police in the province are yet to 
issue a comprehensive statement 
regarding the incident that led to the 
baby’s death and the attack on the 
mayor.  

‘Leave Yo best 
for last’ ...Zambia’s top music act, Yo 

Maps in listed main act of 
the Mosi Day of Thunder
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Hichilema vows balanced 
development across Zambia
President Hakainde Hichilema has reaffirmed that his 
administration is committed to equitably developing all 
parts of the country, declaring that progress must not be 
confined to urban centres.

Speaking at the official opening of Kasama Mall and 
Urban Hotels in Northern Province today, Mr Hichilema 
stressed the need for nationwide advancement.

“My administration will distribute development evenly 
and simultaneously,” he said. “Zambia is not Lusaka, and 
Zambia is not the Copperbelt.”

He directed the Workers’ Compensation Fund to un-
dertake more projects concurrently nationwide, noting 
that such facilities would stimulate other businesses and 
create markets for agricultural products.

The President highlighted the Urban Hotel’s 60 per-
cent occupancy rate as evidence of its viability to sustain 
investments.

Mr Hichilema also announced government plans to 
construct airport infrastructure in Mansa and Nakonde 
to boost tourist flows in the northern circuit.

Earlier, the Head of State visited Paramount Chief 
Chitimukulu Kanyanta Manga II, where he wished the 
traditional leader good health and strength.

Mr Hichilema said traditional leaders have a duty 
to foster peace and unity. “In this regard, I wish you 
strength and good health. Look to God for healing after 
the loss of your wife in January this year,” he added.

By Henry Sinyangwe in Kasama

…Yo Maps now unlashes highly 
anticipated fourth studio album
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ECZ Chairperson Mwangala Zaloumis during the announcement of Presidential  Election  Results  in Lusaka today

MoE warns 
against boarding 
school bullying

The Ministry of Education has 
expressed concern over reports 
of bullying, intimidation, theft 
and other misconduct in sec-
ondary boarding schools.

In a statement issued today, 
Permanent Secretary for 
Educational Services Dr Kelvin 
Mambwe warned that such 
behaviour has no place in the 
country’s education system, as 
it undermines the safety, dig-
nity, wellbeing and academic 
development of learners.

The ministry noted a video 
circulating on social media 
showing a boy being assaulted 
by a fellow learner at a school 
in February this year.

The incident is currently 
being handled by the school 
authorities.

“Schools must be places 
where every learner feels safe, 
respected, protected and sup-
ported,” Dr Mambwe said.

 “Bullying; whether physical, 
verbal, psychological, sexual, 
social or online will not be 
tolerated. Theft of learners’ 
belongings or school property 
is equally unacceptable.”

He called on school adminis-
trators, teachers, staff, parents, 
guardians and learners to work 
together to prevent and ad-
dress these challenges.

By Alex Maboshe
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Teen girl probated for 
brother’s death

Enter-10-ment  news
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A 14-year-old boy of Lotani 
Village under Chief Jumbe 
in Mambwe District has died 
after being burnt beyond 
recognition in a house that 
caught fire.

Eastern Province Police 
Commanding Officer Robert-
son Mweemba confirmed the 
incident stating it occurred 
yesterday around 20:00 hours.

Mr. Mweemba has identified 
the deceased as Josephat 

Zambian R&B powerhouse 
Drimz Mr MuziQ has dropped 
what is already being called 
one of the smoothest love 
songs of 2026.

Titled “Chingelengele,” 
the track features the lyrical 
heavyweight Chile One Mr 
Zambia, and the internet is 
officially ‘losing its mind’. 

A perfect fusion of Afro-pop 
grooves and pure Zed soul, 
“Chingelengele” is a heartfelt 
celebration of deep affection, 
admiration, and emotional 
connection.

Drimz delivers his signature 
silky vocals while Chile One 
serves up a verse so crea-
tive and poetic that fans are 
already calling it “unmatched” 
and “10/10.” 

The production is crisp, 
world-class, and instantly 
addictive, the kind of song 
that has couples slow-dancing 
in living rooms and singles 
replaying it on loop.  

The official visualizer, which 
dropped alongside the audio, 
is already racking up views 
and shares across YouTube, 
TikTok, and Facebook. 

The visuals are vibrant, ro-
mantic, and perfectly capture 
the song’s warm, feel-good 
energy. Public Reaction?  Pure 
Fire.  

Zambian social media has 
exploded since yesterday. 
From Lusaka to Kitwe and 
beyond, fans are flooding 
timelines with praise: “Chile 
One’s verse on this Drimz joint 
is 10/10. 

No other singer comes 
close!”  

“Drimz Mr MuziQ has stolen 
my heart already Chingelenge-

A 50-year-old woman of 
Nyiratenga Village under Chief 
Mlolo in Chadiza has been 
gang raped by four men who 
even stole her pair of trousers 
leaving her half necked.

Eastern Province Police 
Commanding Officer Robert-
son Mweemba who confirmed 
the matter said the victim 
had to make her way home 
through the bush in the dark. 

Mr. Mweemba said perpe-
trators also fled with the vic-

Zambian music sensation 
and international star Yo 
Maps who will be headlining 
tonight’s Mosi Day of Thunder 
has officially dropped his 
highly anticipated fourth 
studio album, titled Vibes on 
Vibes.

The project, which features 
14 main tracks plus two bonus 
songs totalling 16 tracks, ar-
rives almost exactly two years 
after his third studio album 
My Hero released in Decem-
ber 2024. 

Without doubt, his perfor-
mance tonight as Livingston’s 
showstopper, Yo Map’s perfor-
mance will be punctuated by 
tracks from latest project.  

A 14-year-old girl from Nyimba District in Zambia’s Eastern 
Province has been sentenced to one year’s probation by the 
Chipata High Court after she was found responsible for the 
death of her 19-year-old brother.

The girl initially faced a murder charge, which the prosecu-
tion later reduced to manslaughter. 

According to court documents, the incident occurred on 
February 19, 2023, in Kalingindi Village.

On that day, the 14-year-old, along with her 18-year-old 
brother and the deceased, Maxwell Tembo, who suffered from 
mental illness went to the family field to weed groundnuts.

A misunderstanding escalated into an altercation between 
the girl and Maxwell.

She then lured him to a secluded bush area and tied him to 
a tree using fibre ropes around his chest and neck, reportedly 
to “teach him a lesson.”The boy began screaming for help, but 
no one responded.

When the girl noticed he was gasping for air due to the 
rope tightening around his neck, she untied him and tried to 
help him breathe. He soon collapsed.

Realising the seriousness of the situation, she ran to alert 
her other brother and their mother.

Maxwell was rushed to Nyimba District Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead on arrival.

Due to prolonged power outages, the hospital mortuary’s 
refrigeration system was not functioning. 

The body began to decompose, forcing the family to bury 
Maxwell and mark the grave for later identification. 

Four months later, the body was exhumed for a post-mor-
tem examination conducted by Dr. Viktor Telendly.

Because of the advanced decomposition, pathologists 
could not determine the exact cause of death or detect any 
soft tissue injuries.

During investigations, the girl admitted to tying her brother 
to the tree and seeing him struggle to breathe before he col-
lapsed.

The Department of Social Welfare recommended proba-
tion, citing the need for the juvenile to access counselling and 
rehabilitation services. 

This aligns with Section 79(1)(b) of the Children’s Code Act 
No. 12 of 2022.I

In his ruling, Chipata High Court Judge-in-Charge Charles 
Kafunda placed the girl on one year’s probation. 

He also ordered her enrolment in a skills training centre 
during this period to support her rehabilitation.

The girl’s identity has been withheld in line with legal pro-
tections for juveniles.

Drimz, Chile One unleash “Chingelengele

Woman gang-raped, left half necked

It’s ‘Vibes on Vibes’

Sakala, who was physically 
disabled and unable to walk 
or use his hands effectively.

Mr Mweemba said the 
victim was alone in the house 
at the time of the incident as 
his elder sister, Natasha Sakala 
(20), and their father, Yotam 
Sakala (50), had left home for 
a meeting in the Mphata area 
around 08:00 hours.

Natasha returned home 
around 17:00 hours, prepared 
supper for her brother, and 
served it in his room. She 
then retired to her own room 
around 18:00 hours, leaving 

Josephat resting on his bed.
While asleep, Natasha heard 

her brother calling out for 
their father from his room, a 
common occurrence when 
he could not see him. She did 
not respond immediately but 
went to check after hearing 
him call a second time. 

Upon approaching, she 
discovered smoke and flames 
engulfing the room, making 
entry impossible.

She immediately raised an 
alarm, drawing villagers to the 
scene. 

Community members 

broke a window and managed 
to retrieve Josephat’s burnt 
body from the burning room. 
Police officers were promptly 
informed and rushed to the 
scene.

A physical inspection 
revealed that the boy had 
suffered severe burns all over 
his body. 

Mr. Mweemba revealed that 
the fire extensively damaged 
the house, particularly Jose-
phat’s room, and destroyed 
household property. The exact 
cause of the fire has not yet 
been established.

Physically challenged boy burnt to death

le is the song of the year!”  
“Smooth love song about 

deep affection… these two 
just cooked something 
special!”

Music pages and promoters 
are calling the collaboration “a 
match made in Zed heaven,” 
with many saying the chem-
istry between Drimz’s soulful 
delivery and Chile One’s lyrical 
genius is undeniable.

Downloads and streams 
are surging on Spotify, Au-
dioMack, and local platforms, 
while TikTok challenges using 

the song’s hook are already 
popping off.  

One fan summed it up per-
fectly: “This is the vibe Zambia 
needed right now, pure love, 
pure talent, and pure heat!” 
With “Chingelengele” still in its 
first day of release, the buzz is 
only getting louder. 

Drimz and Chile One have 
given the streets a proper 
anthem, and if early reactions 
are anything to go by, this one 
is headed straight for heavy 
rotation on every radio station 
and playlist in the country.

tim’s other belongings which 
include two packets of sugar 
valued at K175, one chitenge 
material, a black pair of shoes 
valued at K270, and a small 
black Tecno phone valued at 
K300.  

Brief facts of the matter be-
fore police are that the victim 
and her sister-in-law, were 
returning from buying sugar 
at Chisadzi Village when they 
were ambushed by six men 
along the way.

Four of the suspects alleg-
edly dragged victim into a 
nearby bush, undressed her, 
forced her to the ground, and 

took turns in raping her. 
The other two men as-

saulted her sister-in-law, who 
managed to escape. The pair 
only reunited the following 
morning.

The victim has since man-
aged to identify three of the 
attackers as Nick, Jack, and 
Jairos; the others remain un-
known. No arrests have been 
made, and the suspects are 
still at large.

Once arrested, the four will 
remain behind bars until their 
case is disposed off as rape in 
now a non bailable offence.

That previous project took 
the Zambian music scene by 
storm with standout hits like 
“Peace of Mind” featuring 
Roberto and “Bana Bandi.”

With Vibes on Vibes, Yo 
Maps delivers a fresh blend 
of his signature melodic style, 
fusing his classic sounds 
with modern Afro-pop and 
contemporary vibes. 

Early listeners are already 
calling it one of the strongest 
albums of 2026, praising its 
cohesive energy and cross-
border appeal.

The album boasts an 
impressive line-up of guest 
features that highlight Yo 
Maps’ growing international 
profile. 

Zambian collaborators 
include Bobby East, Dizmo, 

Frank Ro, Muzo Alphonso, and 
Digo.

On the global side, he links 
up with heavyweights such 
as: Harmonize (Tanzania) 
Mafikizolo and Makhadzi 
(South Africa) UK-based Ni-
gerian star Rotimi Stonebwoy 
(Ghana) and Innos B (Congo 
DR).

Production for the entire 
project was handled in-house 
by Olios Entertainment’s 
talented producers Kingtec 
and C-Mark.

Fans have responded with 
overwhelming positivity from 
the very first listen, with many 
hailing Yo Maps as one of the 
greatest artists to emerge 
from Zambia and ranking 
the album among the year’s 
must-listens.

The official opening of the Kasama Mall and Urban Hotels in Northern 
Province today by President Hakainde Hichilema in pictures.

Tiye P drops “Ballot Box Blues” Drifta Trek in love?
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speeches 
- Nevers

‘Stop spreading lies’– Kawana
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with pointed observations 
on politics, power, and the 
everyday struggles of ordinary 
citizens.

The song, which arrived a 
day before polling day this 
week, finds the longtime 
Lusaka MC shifting from the 

street anthems and collabora-
tive cyphers he’s known for 
into more socially conscious 
territory.

Over a gritty, mid-tempo 
beat heavy on booming 
drums and sparse synths, Tiye 
P delivers rapid-fire verses that 

Frank Ro, the Kabwe-born 
artist celebrated for hits like 
“Sotambe” and a string of 
Afro-fusion and R&B-tinged 
tracks, brings the perfect 
complementary vibe. 

His polished singing style 
has made him a go-to col-
laborator in the Zambian 
scene, and the chemistry 
with Trek shines through on 
this one.  

Fans and local music blogs 
have already taken notice. 

The single is available for 
streaming and download 
across platforms. 

Unfinished Business is ex-
pected to further showcase 
his range, and “Plus One” 
suggests the album will 
balance gritty storytelling 
with more accessible, radio-
friendly moments. 

With “Plus One” now out, 
the Fire Department, Trek’s 
dedicated fanbase is locked 
in and waiting for the full 
body of work. 

constituencies, his vote totals 
in those areas remain consist-
ently above 1,000. By contrast, 
Mr Mundubile has recorded 
fewer than 100 votes in 
several constituencies where 
Mr Hichilema has secured as 
many as 22,000.

If this trend continues, Presi-
dent Hichilema may retain his 
seat, although not without 
contest: Mr Mundubile’s team 
has already expressed dis-
satisfaction with the results 
readout so far by the Electoral 
Commission of Zambia (ECZ).

At one point, three repre-
sentatives from the opposition 
Tonse Alliance were asked to 
keep silent or were escorted 
out by security after inter-

rupting the announcement, 
claiming they had not been 
consulted and wished to verify 
the correctness of the results.

ECZ Chairperson Mwan-
gala Zaloumis dismissed their 
objections, saying they were 
raising concerns at an inap-
propriate time.

Ms Zaloumis clarified that 
results are verified by constitu-
ency agents before announce-
ment. Despite tensions, 
the session continued with 
commissioners presenting 
the official vote counts and 
turnout percentages for each 
region.

After the announcement, 
Tonse Alliance representative 
Roosevelt Tonga expressed 

deep distrust in the ECZ’s 
procedures, describing the 
electoral process as questiona-
ble amid ongoing uncertainty 
and a lack of clarity.

Bishop John Lungu, Public 
Relations Director of the 
Apostles’ Council of Churches, 
condemned the unauthorised 
interruption and the unsanc-
tioned use of a microphone 
during the proceedings, 
calling such behaviour unwar-
ranted and damaging to civic 
order.

Dr Lungu stressed the 
importance of allowing the 
electoral commission to carry 
out its legal mandate without 
interference.

He urged politicians and 

party members to remain 
sober, exercise patience and 
prioritise peace to prevent 
national unrest, and called on 
citizens to uphold the law and 
maintain stability throughout 
the electoral process.

Following the data pres-
entation, the Chief Electoral 
Officer announced that this 
constituted the first set of up-
dates. A second set of results is 
scheduled for release at 21:00 
this evening.

The results centre has been 
generally peaceful, though 
some stakeholders were 
heard complaining and raising 
concerns after the announce-
ments.

Information and Media 
Permanent Secretary Thabo 
Kawana has dismissed circulat-
ing reports that Tonse Alliance 
members Mutotwe Kafwaya 
and Patrick Mwansa were shot, 
detained or killed.

Mr Kawana rejected claims 
that Mr Kafwaya had been 
admitted to Maina Soko Medi-
cal Centre after allegedly being 
shot twice in the chest.

He also denied reports that 
Mr Mwansa, who is married to 
former President Edgar Lungu’s 
daughter Tasila Lungu, had 
been detained, abducted or 
killed.

According to Mr Kawana, 

statements by some Tonse 
Alliance leaders appear 
deliberately designed to alarm 
the public and urge people 
onto the streets ahead of the 
announcement of election 
results.

“Mundubile is saying one 
thing and Makebi Zulu is 
saying something. The state-
ments they are making are 
deliberately meant to alarm 
the nation so that their people 
can be agitated and take to 
the streets to create a chaotic 
situation,” Mr Kawana said.

He added that the conflict-
ing claims were also intended 
to disrupt the results an-
nouncement, noting that no 
one yet knows who has won 
the election.

Mr Kawana challenged Mr 
Kafwaya to come forward and 
clarify his whereabouts.

“We are not aware of his 
death. Mutotwe Kafwaya must 
also come out and show us 
where he is,” he said.

On Mr Mwansa, Mr Kawana 
stated that the Government 
had established he was neither 
detained nor dead.

Meanwhile, Home Affairs 
and Internal Security Minister 
Dickson Matembo warned that 
individuals making alarming 
claims would be required to 
account for their statements.

“Those making alarming 
statements will be made 
to explain their claims,” Mr 
Matembo said.

Zambian hip-hop veteran Tiye 
P born Jonathan Nyirenda has 
released a sharp new single 
titled “Ballot Box Blues,” a track 
that blends hard-hitting bars 

Zambian hip-hop heavy-
weight Drifta Trek born 
Njavwanji Sinkala is keeping 
the momentum going with 
the release of his fresh love-
themed single “Plus One,” 
featuring the smooth vocals 
of rising singer Frank Ro. 

The track, which landed 
three days ago accompanied 
with a colourful music video, 
serves as the latest preview 
of Trek’s highly anticipated 
studio album Unfinished 
Business. 

Known for his sharp Nyan-
ja flows, street-conscious 
lyricism, and consistent 
output including recent cuts 
like “Mudala” with Chester 
and Chef 187, Drifta Trek 
shifts into a more romantic 
lane here. 

“Plus One” blends his sig-
nature hip-hop energy with 
Frank Ro’s melodic, soulful 
delivery, creating a catchy, 
feel-good anthem centered 
on love and companionship. 

United Party for National 
Development (UPND) Presi-
dential candidate Hakainde 
Hichilema has maintained a 
comfortable and growing lead 
over his closest rival, Brian 
Mundubile of the National 
Reconciliation Party for Unity 
and Prosperity (NRPUP), in this 
year’s general election results.

This is out of 27 constituen-
cies counted out of the 226 
continuances, leaving a ques-
tion whether the lead could at 
some point be overturned as 
the counting progresses.

Although Mr Hichilema 
trails Mr Mundubile in some 

Former Vice President Nev-
ers Mumba has urged all 
presidential candidates to 
prepare two speeches ahead 
of the declaration of the 2026 
presidential election results – 
one to celebrate victory and 
another to concede defeat.

Speaking live on his Face-
book page, Dr Mumba said 
the way a candidate handles 
defeat would reveal the kind 
of leader they truly are.

“I would like to advise all 
candidates, and it is important 
that you write two speeches; 
one to celebrate and accept 
your victory if you win. The 
other speech is to concede 
defeat when you lose,” he said.

He stressed that losing an 
election does not equal rejec-
tion but simply a postpone-
ment of a candidate’s leader-
ship ambitions to a later time.

Dr Mumba specifically 
called on both President 
Hakainde Hichilema and Brian 
Mundubile to prepare speech-
es for either outcome.“Write 
two speeches. Don’t write one 
of victory,” he emphasised.

He further appealed to 
Zambians to remain calm, 
unite and allow the Electoral 
Commission of Zambia to 
carry out its duties without 
interference.

“Why don’t we unite as a 
people? Why don’t we hold 
hands together? Why don’t we 
trust the process? Why don’t 
we believe in the institutions 
we have created for our-
selves?” Dr Mumba asked.

Civil society leaders have 
urged politicians and 
security forces to keep the 
election process peaceful 
and strictly within the law, 

warning that inflammatory 
language or unlawful action 
could undermine confidence 
in the vote.

Linda Kasonde, a spokes-
person for the group, said 
rhetoric from political actors 
can either reassure the 
public or provoke suspicion 
and unrest.

“State action involving a 
presidential candidate, po-
litical actor or their support-
ers during an election must 
be demonstrably lawful,” she 
said.

The organisation 
expressed concern about 
what it described as the 
alleged use of military 
force in handling politically 
charged incidents amid an 
unresolved election, saying 
it risks militarizing a civilian 
democratic process.

They cited the reported 
alleged detention of opposi-
tion leader Brian Mundubile, 
former Law Association of 
Zambia president George 
Chisanga, other politicians 
and supporters.

The group urged security 
officers to ensure all actions 
remain within the confines 

of the law and said everyone 
accused of an offence must 
be allowed legal representa-
tion.

“All actions undertaken 
must be constitutionally 
authorised,” Ms Kasonde 
added. She appealed to 
Zambians to rise above 
partisan politics and place 
the nation’s interest first by 
upholding peace and unity.

“There will be winners, 
and there will also be those 
who will not win. Zambia 
and Zambians are bigger 
than any political party, 
candidate or individual,” she 
said.

Ms Kasonde also warned 
against spreading rumours 
and inciting violence. The 
group called on the Electoral 
Commission of Zambia to 
speed up and fully publish 
election results, saying 
delays create unnecessary 
tension and anxiety.

She stressed the need for 
transparency from the ECZ. 
“Elections determine who 
governs; they must not de-
termine whether we remain 
one people,” she said.

reference election cycles, un-
fulfilled promises, and the gap 
between political rhetoric and 
lived reality on the ground. 

The chorus sticks in the 
head with a memorable, 
chant-like hook that has 
already begun circulating in 
fan clips and WhatsApp status 
updates.

Early reactions on social 
media praise the track’s clarity 
and timing, with many calling 
it one of Tiye P’s most direct 
statements yet. 

“He didn’t hold back,” one 
listener posted. “This is the 
Tiye P we need right now.” 

Others have highlighted the 
clever wordplay and the way 
the production leaves space 
for his distinctive flow to cut 
through.

The single arrives amid a 
busy period for the artist, who 
has remained a consistent 
presence on features and 
cyphers in recent years, includ-
ing appearances on projects 
alongside names like Dizmo, 
Jay Rox, and various end-of-
year collective tracks. 

While Tiye P has never shied 
away from speaking his mind 
in interviews and earlier mate-
rial, “Ballot Box Blues” marks 
one of his clearest forays into 
political commentary in song 
form.

Whether “Ballot Box Blues” 
becomes a lasting anthem or 
simply a timely snapshot of 
the moment, Tiye P has once 
again reminded listeners why 
he remains a respected voice 
in Zambian hip-hop—one 
unafraid to put the mic where 
the conversation is.



rounds of Europe’s leading leagues, viewers can 
expect non‑stop elite football in the weeks ahead.

The campaign opens in style with the UEFA Su-
per Cup as Paris Saint‑Germain bid to extend their 
continental dominance. Having secured succes-
sive UEFA Champions League titles, PSG will seek 
back‑to‑back Super Cup triumphs, but they face a 
resolute Aston Villa side that has grown in stature 
on the European stage. The tie pairs continental 
pedigree with fresh ambition and provides a fit-
ting prelude to the season.

Attention then turns to the traditional English 
curtain‑raiser, the FA Community Shield, staged in 
Cardiff. Premier League champions Arsenal meet 
FA Cup winners Manchester City in a heavyweight 
encounter that offers an early indicator of the bal-
ance of power in England. For City, it heralds the 
start of a new era under Enzo Maresca; for Arsenal, 
it is an opportunity to reinforce their status as the 
side to beat. Expect intensity, quality and clear 
statements of intent from both camps.

La Liga’s opening fixtures offer an early glimpse 
of form in Spain. With Real Madrid, Barcelona 
and Atletico Madrid afforded extra recovery time 
following Spain’s World Cup success, the spotlight 
initially falls on the remainder of the division to 
seize early momentum. Emerging challengers and 

established pretenders will look to impose them-
selves before the big three rejoin the fray.

The Premier League also bursts back into life. 
Champions Arsenal begin their title defence at 
home to promoted Coventry in a fixture that 
encapsulates English football’s blend of aspiration 
and expectation. Across the opening weekend 
there will be historic rivalries, new narratives and 
managerial storylines ensuring drama from the 
first whistle.

Italy’s Serie A adds further quality to an already 
packed schedule. Inter Milan start the defence of 
their Scudetto against Monza, intent on carrying 
forward last season’s form. With traditional pow-
erhouses and hungry challengers in contention, 
the Italian top flight promises tactical nuance and 
high‑stakes competition.

From Paris to Cardiff and across Spain, England 
and Italy, the new European season arrives brim-
ming with excitement. SuperSport on DStv and 
GOtv is your destination for every pass, tackle and 
goal — comprehensive live coverage so nothing 
is missed. The game is back; let the season begin.

Broadcast details (all times CAT) and channel 
listings are available on the SuperSport schedule.

The wait is over
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INEQUALITY: A JUSTICE PERSPECTIVE  
As official results continue to 
pour in, many Zambians are 
on the edge. A brief suspen-
sion of the counting and an-
nouncement of results, social 
media reports of violence and 
stolen marked ballots are all 
adding to a tense atmosphere 
that is unsettling our people.

As a nation, we did right on 
the polling day. We exercised 
our civic duty peacefully, side 
by side, all for the future of our 
great country.

We expected the same 
calm that characterized the 
voting day to continue. But 
that calm has been tested and 
rattled by unpleasant reports 
of violence, accusations and 
counter accusations, albeit 
some unverified.

As we still have many hours 
to go before the final results 

declaration, it is important 
that we reflect on this situa-
tion. We need, in my view, to 
restore calm and peacefully 
wait for the results. There is 
absolutely no need for violent 
reactions.

Often, problems of this 
nature arise when people see 
elections as a matter of life 
and death. When we see it 
that way, we lose sight of the 
essence of elections as a pro-
cess for national building and 
selecting a team of leaders 
that will steer our nation and 
communities into the future.

Simply put, elections 
are about the future of the 
country and our communi-
ties and not the future of 
political individuals or groups 
of politicians. Individuals who 
decide to have their names 

on the ballot do so voluntarily  
knowing that an election can 
only have two outcomes - a 
win or a loss. Moreover,  unlike 
voting, which is a right,  win-
ning is not.

When individuals and their 
supporters see wining as a 
right or a moral necessity, 
then problems emerge, as 
they try to get their way at 
all cost. Thus, manipulations 
and violent reactions become 
inevitable. In the process, it is 
the same citizens that politi-
cians are supposed to serve 
that get hurt.

As an independent ob-
server, let me appeal to our 
politicians and their sup-
porters. For the love of the 
nation and the people, help to 
keep the peace. It is the most 
important resource we have 
as a nation and we should not 
trade it for anything! Remem-
ber that elections come and 
go. This one is passed and if 
you did not get a win, there is 
still another chance in 2031.

To our social media com-
mentators, we know you keep 
us informed and some of you 
are reacting to the situation 
on the ground but we need 
you to act responsibly. Do 
not post unverified  alarming 
information, hate speech or 
anything that encourages vio-
lence. Always have the nation 
in mind as you make the post.

For supporters of politi-
cal parties or independents,  
always verify the information 
you receive, whether through 
social media or other third 
parties. Do not be quick to 
react and avoid being used 
as instruments of violence 
or intimidations at all cost. 
Live to see another election! 
Remember, keeping the peace 
is for all of us.

Crown TV, one of Zambia’s 
foremost privately owned 
broadcasters, marked its fifth an-
niversary with flair on Wednes-
day.

 Launched in 2021, the station 
has swiftly carved a niche in 
the nation’s media landscape, 
blending incisive news cover-
age, vibrant entertainment, and 
community-focused program-
ming to rival established players.

Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of Information and 
Media, Thabo Kawana, served 
as chief guest at the gala event, 
where legendary musician 

Danny Kaya headlined the enter-
tainment.

This milestone underscores 
the remarkable ascent of a sta-
tion steered by acclaimed broad-
caster and journalist Mwape 
Kumwanda.

Mr Kawana aptly congratu-
lated Crown TV, declaring: “We 
commend Crown TV for its rapid 
growth and contribution to 
our evolving media landscape. 
Official records note that it is 
now one of Zambia’s leading 
television stations, available on 
TopStar, StarTimes, DStv, and 
GOtv, with plans to expand to 

Crown TV shines at fifth anniversary gala
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ensure equitable benefit and 
constitutional parity. 

The 1991 elections 
reshaped Zambia’s political 
landscape from fear-based 
toxicity to ideational politics. 
As an example, the defeated 
and now former ruling party 
UNIP, failed to meet the mini-
mum threshold for opposition 
status in 1991, prompting the 
new ruling party to reform 
parliament.

These changes guaranteed 
representation of diverse 
opinions, preserved parity 
of social capital, and allowed 
experienced opposition 
members to contribute mean-
ingfully without undermining 
majority rule.

Such was the power of 
renewed hope and unity 
under a democratic Zambia. 
It cannot be said enough that 
democracy is more than vot-
ing; it is about protecting the 
constitution from manipula-
tion. While ruling parties may 
seek to extend their majority, 
the law must never become 
hostage to political manifes-
tos.

Safeguards such as 

presidential term limits, civil 
rights protections, economic 
rights and parliamentary 
balance must remain central 
to governance. For example, 
Article 59 of the Laws of Zam-
bia mandates the Electoral 
Commission to uphold fair 
representation in considera-
tion of:

•The history, diversity, and 
cohesiveness of constituen-
cies.

•Population density, trends, 
and projections.

•Reasonable numbers of 
inhabitants per constituency 
or ward.

•Approximate equality of 
population, while ensuring 
adequate representation 
for both urban and sparsely 
populated areas.

Any replication of con-
stituencies must strictly align 
with constitutional authority 
shown.

If it does not, the precedent 
set by subjective reasoning 
risks leading the nation and 
future generations into self-
serving actions. Such actions, 
though appearing gratifying 
in the moment, ultimately 

constitute an assault on the 
very foundation of nation-
hood.

Zambia’s constitutional 
journey demonstrates the 
fragility and resilience of 
democracy. The lessons of 
dictatorship remind us that 
the constitution must remain 
a safeguard for all, not a tool 
of exclusion.

True democracy lies in pro-
tecting social capital, ensuring 
consensus, and upholding 
the constitution as the living 
foundation of the nation. Any 
failure to meet this, is a clear 
aberration to the very core of 
human dignity.

A few days ago, I saw a 
social media write up ad-
vocating for the abolish-

ment of the Constituency 
Development (CDF).

The article argued that 
CDF, with its focus on 
small projects such as 
classrooms and bridges, 
has no real impact on 
national development and 
should be replaced by a 
Sovereign Wealth Fund.  

While I respect the 
opinion of the author, I am 
of the view that the article 
missed a number of things 
about the importance of 
CDF and the rationale for 
its continued existence.

In this article, I look at 
the origins of CDF, the 
rationale for its introduc-
tion and why we need to 
strengthen it, rather than 
abolish it. 

As a grass-root funding 
model, the origin of CDF 
can be traced to India, 
which in 1993, introduced 
what was termed the 
‘Members of Parliament 
Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS).

This scheme was seen 
as some form of fiscal 
decentralization, allowing 

members of parliament to 
recommend local devel-
opment projects based on 
the needs of their con-
stituencies. 

This became the precur-
sor of CDF which is being 
implemented in countries 
such as Zambia, Kenya and 
Malawi.

In Zambia, CDF was 
introduced in 1995 by the 
Chiluba government, as a 
means for spurring local 
development in both rural 
and urban areas, against 
the backdrop of a funding 

The constitution of Zambia 
is more than a legal document, 
it is the supreme law and the 
lifeblood of the nation. Its 
evolution reflects the country’s 
journey from independence, 
through dictatorship, to multi-
party democracy.

Scholars are advancing an 
argument that the current 
regime is intent on return-
ing the nation back to a one 
party system. Whatever the 
argument, understanding our 
history is essential to safeguard 
against future misuse of the 
constitution for partisan gain.

At independence in 1964, 
Zambia’s first constitution dic-
tated the incoming president 
without an election. Between 
1964 and 1971, the country 
experienced relative democra-
cy. However, in 1972, consti-
tutional changes abolished 
plural politics and entrenched 
a one-party state.

Citizens were stripped of 
meaningful participation, with 
the only political opponents 
on ballot papers being animals 
or garden tools instead of 
humans. This was the era of the 
so called One Party Participa-
tory Democracy. 

This period, often romanti-
cized, was marked by suppres-
sion, punitive laws, and the 
brutal silencing of dissent. If 
the reality of the 19-year dic-
tatorship (from 1972 to 1991) 
were told openly, Zambians 
would be better equipped to 
stand against future misuse of 
the constitution.

The 1990s marked a turning 
point because multiparty 
democracy was reintroduced, 
restoring the presidency as a 
matter of public interest and 
national safeguard. Consti-
tutional amendments now 
required referenda, ensuring 
that changes reflected prov-
able consensus.

Democracy was redefined 
not merely as political freedom 
or economic growth, but as 
the equality of social capital, 
where every citizen’s voice 
carried weight. Each president 
privileged to hold the highest 
office understood the politics 
of strongholds and necessity to 

gap for small and micro-
community projects.

Although the intention 
was noble, CDF failed to 
have the desired impact 
due to widespread corrup-
tion in its disbursement 
and inconsistent release 
by the government.

Despite its bumpy start, 
it is important to appreci-
ate the rationale behind 
CDF. At the core of CDF are 
three important principles 
that are in tandem with 
participatory democracy 
and fiscal decentralization.

First, CDF provides a 
means for local people’s 
participation in develop-
ment by providing them 
opportunities to iden-
tify their own needs and 
participate in the design 
and implementation of 
solutions.

This, in turn, builds their 
capacity to respond to lo-
cal challenges. CDF, in this 
regard, shifts the power 
to choose what should be 
funded to local communi-
ties and thus decentraliz-
ing decision making. 

The second important 
rationale behind having 
such a local funding model 
is the need to address long 
lingering inequalities that 
most countries inherited 
from the colonial era.

Zambia, for example, is 
marked by deep social and 
economic intra and inter-
regional inequalities.

By spreading the fund 
to all constituencies, CDF 
ensures that all regions 
have access to a share of 
national resources, allow-
ing them to respond to 
their unique needs.

Thus, although CDF is 
not a panacea for closing 
inequality gaps, it can play 
a significant role in this ef-
fort if well implemented. 

Lastly, an important 
rationale behind CDF is 
the need to address chal-
lenges associated with 
slow bureaucratic process-
es in responding to local 
development needs.

Bureaucratic processes 
associated with centralized 
project planning, procure-
ment and disbursements 
can act as a hindrance to 
local development. CDF in 
this regard, emerges as a 
fund that can by-pass such 
bureaucracies and quickly 
respond to the needs of 
the people. 

Having pointed out the 
principles underpinning 
this fund, let me argue 
that today, with its unprec-
edented resource alloca-
tion and emphasis by our 
President, CDF is perhaps 
the most consequential 
fund for grass-root devel-
opment.

If there is anything that 
I have learnt over the past 
four years, it is that CDF 
can do a lot! As a former 
District Planner, I never 
thought that CDF could be 
utilized to upgrade roads 
to bitumen standard.

Moreover, it fills a void 
that cannot be filled 
by centralized funding 
mechanisms or indeed 
donor initiatives.

In the early 2000s for 
example, Zambia im-
plemented donor sup-
ported initiatives such as 
the World Bank funded 
Zambia Social Investment 
Fund (ZAMSIF) that had 
a community investment 
fund (CIF) component with 
similar goals as CDF.

But the nature of such 
projects is that they are 
implemented for a limited 
duration and suffer from 
sustainability problems.

CDF on the other hand, 
is enshrined in our con-
stitution which assures its 
continued availability. 

We have to look at CDF 
as our fund, meant to 
develop our communi-
ties and the President as a 
facilitator of this process. 

Thus, in my view, we 
should not be discussing 
the abolishment of this 
fund, but rather, how to 
strengthen its administra-
tion and impact. 

Azam TV.”
Boasting an impressive reach 

of over 4.5 million households, 
Crown TV’s trajectory appears 
assured and luminous.

Such triumphs stem from 
robust leadership, a talented 
workforce, and a praiseworthy 
commitment to gender parity in 
management.

Given this acclaim, it behoves 
this column to urge Crown TV 
to persist in innovation while 
upholding the highest journal-
istic standards amid our media 
sector’s expansion.

We celebrate your fifth an-
niversary, for you have not only 
reshaped the media space but 
also generated employment 
opportunities chiefly for young, 
talented professionals. We wish 
you every success in your en-
deavours and continued growth.

TV Analysis
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foremost privately owned 
broadcasters, marked its fifth an-
niversary with flair on Wednes-
day.

 Launched in 2021, the station 
has swiftly carved a niche in 
the nation’s media landscape, 
blending incisive news cover-
age, vibrant entertainment, and 
community-focused program-
ming to rival established players.

Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of Information and 
Media, Thabo Kawana, served 
as chief guest at the gala event, 
where legendary musician 

Danny Kaya headlined the enter-
tainment.

This milestone underscores 
the remarkable ascent of a sta-
tion steered by acclaimed broad-
caster and journalist Mwape 
Kumwanda.

Mr Kawana aptly congratu-
lated Crown TV, declaring: “We 
commend Crown TV for its rapid 
growth and contribution to 
our evolving media landscape. 
Official records note that it is 
now one of Zambia’s leading 
television stations, available on 
TopStar, StarTimes, DStv, and 
GOtv, with plans to expand to 
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ensure equitable benefit and 
constitutional parity. 

The 1991 elections 
reshaped Zambia’s political 
landscape from fear-based 
toxicity to ideational politics. 
As an example, the defeated 
and now former ruling party 
UNIP, failed to meet the mini-
mum threshold for opposition 
status in 1991, prompting the 
new ruling party to reform 
parliament.

These changes guaranteed 
representation of diverse 
opinions, preserved parity 
of social capital, and allowed 
experienced opposition 
members to contribute mean-
ingfully without undermining 
majority rule.

Such was the power of 
renewed hope and unity 
under a democratic Zambia. 
It cannot be said enough that 
democracy is more than vot-
ing; it is about protecting the 
constitution from manipula-
tion. While ruling parties may 
seek to extend their majority, 
the law must never become 
hostage to political manifes-
tos.

Safeguards such as 

presidential term limits, civil 
rights protections, economic 
rights and parliamentary 
balance must remain central 
to governance. For example, 
Article 59 of the Laws of Zam-
bia mandates the Electoral 
Commission to uphold fair 
representation in considera-
tion of:

•The history, diversity, and 
cohesiveness of constituen-
cies.

•Population density, trends, 
and projections.

•Reasonable numbers of 
inhabitants per constituency 
or ward.

•Approximate equality of 
population, while ensuring 
adequate representation 
for both urban and sparsely 
populated areas.

Any replication of con-
stituencies must strictly align 
with constitutional authority 
shown.

If it does not, the precedent 
set by subjective reasoning 
risks leading the nation and 
future generations into self-
serving actions. Such actions, 
though appearing gratifying 
in the moment, ultimately 

constitute an assault on the 
very foundation of nation-
hood.

Zambia’s constitutional 
journey demonstrates the 
fragility and resilience of 
democracy. The lessons of 
dictatorship remind us that 
the constitution must remain 
a safeguard for all, not a tool 
of exclusion.

True democracy lies in pro-
tecting social capital, ensuring 
consensus, and upholding 
the constitution as the living 
foundation of the nation. Any 
failure to meet this, is a clear 
aberration to the very core of 
human dignity.

A few days ago, I saw a 
social media write up ad-
vocating for the abolish-

ment of the Constituency 
Development (CDF).

The article argued that 
CDF, with its focus on 
small projects such as 
classrooms and bridges, 
has no real impact on 
national development and 
should be replaced by a 
Sovereign Wealth Fund.  

While I respect the 
opinion of the author, I am 
of the view that the article 
missed a number of things 
about the importance of 
CDF and the rationale for 
its continued existence.

In this article, I look at 
the origins of CDF, the 
rationale for its introduc-
tion and why we need to 
strengthen it, rather than 
abolish it. 

As a grass-root funding 
model, the origin of CDF 
can be traced to India, 
which in 1993, introduced 
what was termed the 
‘Members of Parliament 
Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS).

This scheme was seen 
as some form of fiscal 
decentralization, allowing 

members of parliament to 
recommend local devel-
opment projects based on 
the needs of their con-
stituencies. 

This became the precur-
sor of CDF which is being 
implemented in countries 
such as Zambia, Kenya and 
Malawi.

In Zambia, CDF was 
introduced in 1995 by the 
Chiluba government, as a 
means for spurring local 
development in both rural 
and urban areas, against 
the backdrop of a funding 
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is more than a legal document, 
it is the supreme law and the 
lifeblood of the nation. Its 
evolution reflects the country’s 
journey from independence, 
through dictatorship, to multi-
party democracy.

Scholars are advancing an 
argument that the current 
regime is intent on return-
ing the nation back to a one 
party system. Whatever the 
argument, understanding our 
history is essential to safeguard 
against future misuse of the 
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1964 and 1971, the country 
experienced relative democra-
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tutional changes abolished 
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or garden tools instead of 
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tory Democracy. 

This period, often romanti-
cized, was marked by suppres-
sion, punitive laws, and the 
brutal silencing of dissent. If 
the reality of the 19-year dic-
tatorship (from 1972 to 1991) 
were told openly, Zambians 
would be better equipped to 
stand against future misuse of 
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The 1990s marked a turning 
point because multiparty 
democracy was reintroduced, 
restoring the presidency as a 
matter of public interest and 
national safeguard. Consti-
tutional amendments now 
required referenda, ensuring 
that changes reflected prov-
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Democracy was redefined 
not merely as political freedom 
or economic growth, but as 
the equality of social capital, 
where every citizen’s voice 
carried weight. Each president 
privileged to hold the highest 
office understood the politics 
of strongholds and necessity to 

gap for small and micro-
community projects.

Although the intention 
was noble, CDF failed to 
have the desired impact 
due to widespread corrup-
tion in its disbursement 
and inconsistent release 
by the government.

Despite its bumpy start, 
it is important to appreci-
ate the rationale behind 
CDF. At the core of CDF are 
three important principles 
that are in tandem with 
participatory democracy 
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First, CDF provides a 
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participation in develop-
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tify their own needs and 
participate in the design 
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If there is anything that 
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fund (CIF) component with 
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But the nature of such 
projects is that they are 
implemented for a limited 
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As official results continue to 
pour in, many Zambians are 
on the edge. A brief suspen-
sion of the counting and an-
nouncement of results, social 
media reports of violence 
and stolen marked ballots 
are all adding to a tense 
atmosphere that is unsettling 
our people.

As a nation, we did right on 
the polling day. We exercised 
our civic duty peacefully, side 
by side, all for the future of 
our great country.

We expected the same 
calm that characterized the 
voting day to continue. But 
that calm has been tested 
and rattled by unpleasant re-
ports of violence, accusations 
and counter accusations, 
albeit some unverified.

As we still have many hours 
to go before the final results 
declaration, it is important 
that we reflect on this situa-
tion. We need, in my view, to 
restore calm and peacefully 
wait for the results. There is 
absolutely no need for violent 
reactions.

Often, problems of this 
nature arise when people see 
elections as a matter of life 
and death. When we see it 
that way, we lose sight of the 
essence of elections as a pro-
cess for national building and 
selecting a team of leaders 
that will steer our nation and 
communities into the future.

Simply put, elections 
are about the future of the 
country and our communi-
ties and not the future of 
political individuals or groups 
of politicians. Individuals who 
decide to have their names 
on the ballot do so voluntar-
ily  knowing that an election 
can only have two outcomes 
- a win or a loss. Moreover,  
unlike voting, which is a right,  
winning is not.

When individuals and their 
supporters see wining as a 
right or a moral necessity, 
then problems emerge, as 
they try to get their way at 
all cost. Thus, manipulations 
and violent reactions become 
inevitable. In the process, it is 

the same citizens that politi-
cians are supposed to serve 
that get hurt.

As an independent ob-
server, let me appeal to our 
politicians and their support-
ers. For the love of the nation 
and the people, help to keep 
the peace. It is the most 
important resource we have 
as a nation and we should not 
trade it for anything! Remem-
ber that elections come and 
go. This one is passed and if 
you did not get a win, there is 
still another chance in 2031.

To our social media com-
mentators, we know you 
keep us informed and some 
of you are reacting to the situ-
ation on the ground but we 
need you to act responsibly. 
Do not post unverified  alarm-
ing information, hate speech 
or anything that encourages 
violence. Always have the 
nation in mind as you make 
the post.

For supporters of politi-
cal parties or independents,  
always verify the information 
you receive, whether through 
social media or other third 
parties. Do not be quick to 
react and avoid being used 
as instruments of violence or 
intimidations at all cost. Live 
to see another election! Re-
member, keeping the peace 
is for all of us.

Let’s restore 
calm and wait!

After a spectacular 2026 FIFA World Cup, Euro-
pean football returns with a bang as SuperS-
port on DStv and GOtv presents comprehen-
sive coverage to launch the 2026/27 season. 
From showcase showpieces to the opening 

 The duly elected member of parliament for Mongu East Constituency 
Mubita Nawa thank the people of Mongu East for their support  today at 
sefula secondary school
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Zambia’s revised football 
calender to initually run under 
a transitional set up, will now 
kick-off in October with Super 
League teams devided into 
two streams, ‘A’ and ‘B’.

The Transitional League 
which will pave way for a  
permanent set up in 2027, will 
now kick-off on October 3 with 
the two streams running side 
by side.

Initially scheduled to start 
on September 16, 2026, the 
Transitional League season will 
close in January and facilitate 
the switch to the old league 
format which ran from March 
to December every year.

The opening fixtures will see 
some of the country’s biggest 
clubs going head-to-head 
across the two streams.

Kitwe giants Power Dy-
namos will launch their title 
defence away to Konkola 
Blades in Stream ‘A’ while Red 
Arrows visit Mutondo Stars on 
their Match Day One opener in 
the ‘B’ Stream.

Promotion side Triden will 
open their campaign at Sen-
tinel Ground against Nkana 
witg Makeni All Stars hosting 
Kansanshi at the Reiz Arena, 
formerly Woodlands stadium 
in Lusaka.

There will also be mouth 
watering encounters for other 
Super League upstarts, Roan 
United and Chirundu United.

While Roan return to the 
BiG League with a visit to 
Nkwazi, Chirundu will be away 
to Green Buffaloes.

Under the Transitional 
League format, the season will 
run from  October 3, 2026 to  
January 24, 2027, forming part 
of the transition as FAZ moves 
towards the restored football 
calendar.

The competition will see the 
winner of Stream ‘A’ meeting 
the winner of Stream ‘B’ in a 
decisive final.

The winner of that final will 
be crowned the MTN Transi-
tional League champion.

STREAM ‘A’ 
 Konkola Blades vs Power Dy-
namos (Konkola Stadium). 
NAPSA Stars vs MUZA FC (Reiz 
Arena).

Nchanga Rangers vs Zanaco 
(Nchanga Stadium). 
Trident FC vs Nkana FC (Senti-
nel Ground). 
Makeni All Stars vs Kansanshi 
Dynamos (Reiz Arena).

STREAM ‘B’ 
Kabwe Warriors vs ZESCO 
United (Railway Stadium). 
Mufulira Wanderers vs Green 
Eagles (Shinde Stadium). 
Nkwazi vs Roan United (Edwin 
Imboela Stadium). 
Mutondo Stars vs Red Arrows 
(Kafubu Stadium). 
Green Buffaloes vs Chirundu 
United (Edwin Imboela Sta-
dium).

By Benedict Tembo

By Benedict Tembo

By Alex Maboshe

Real News in Real Time

It’s Power Dynamos and Red Arrows in the Final!

The stage is now set for 
the ABSA Cup 2026 Final 
after an exciting semi-final 
double-header played on 
Saturday at Levy Mwana-
wasa Stadium. 

Power Dynamos booked 
their place in the final after 

edging Mufulira Wanderers 
2-1 on penalties following 
a tightly contested goalless 
draw in regulation time. 

Both sides produced a 
disciplined performance 
in a match where chances 
were limited, but the Kitwe 

giants held their nerve in 
the shootout to progress.

In the second semi-final, 
Red Arrows delivered a 
composed display to de-
feat spirited lower-tier side 
Chirundu United 2-0. 

Goals from Angel 

Lubamba (15’) and Joseph 
Phiri (83’) ensured the 
Airmen safely navigated 
the challenge and secured 
their spot in the final.

Chirundu United exit 
the competition with 
heads held high after a 

memorable campaign that 
captured the attention of 
football fans across the 
country.

The final now promises 
a thrilling encounter be-
tween two of Zambia’s top 
sides, as Power Dynamos 

and Red Arrows prepare to 
battle for ABSA Cup glory.

Further details regard-
ing the final fixture will 
be communicated in due 
course.

FAZ 

children away from harmful habits, such as 
stealing, by teaching them about sin and 
the universal human condition. 

Ms Bowa said the initiative is rooted in 
the Great Commission found in Matthew 
28:19, where Jesus commands His follow-
ers: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“Everybody has sinned. You and I have 
sinned. There’s nobody who’s perfect,” she 
shared.

Ms Bowa emphasized that the solution 
lies in knowing Christ personally and ac-
cepting Him as Saviour. 

To make the spiritual journey memora-
ble, children were divided into four themed 
“houses” inspired by key books of the Bible: 
Genesis: Representing the beginning, as 
God created heaven and earth.

Malachi: Highlighting God’s promises, 
including the coming Saviour who would 
rescue humanity from sin.

Matthew: Focusing on the arrival of that 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who came to save 
mankind from sin and Revelation: Symbol-
izing the end of the race, where believers 
press toward the victory of the cross and 
the eternal “crown” awaiting them?

“These divisions were chosen deliber-
ately, as each book serves a purposeful role 
in illustrating the full story of redemption 
from creation and promise, to fulfilment in 
Christ, and finally to ultimate victory” Ms 
Bowa stated.

She stressed the timeliness of such ef-
forts in today’s world, where children face 
increasing exposure to negative influ-
ences like pornography and other harmful 
content through computers and digital 
devices. 

“We are trying to encourage them to 
turn away from this and just run to the 
cross,” they said. “That’s the most important 
thing, so that they can lead a better life,” 
she said.

Bethel AME Church launches sports evangelism
The African Methodist Epis-
copal Church (AMEC) Bethel 
has launched its first-ever 
“Run for Christ” sports event, 
aimed at drawing children 
closer to Jesus and equipping 
them with physical and biblical 
knowledge to navigate life’s 
challenges.

The event, which was held 
today at Kabwata Primary 
school ground, was like a mini 
Olympics packed with both 
physical activity and spiritual 
teaching.

Apart from the physical 
games the event that was ini-
tially flagged off by Reverend 
Susanne Matale also highlight-
ed the core purpose of Sunday 
School, helping children truly 
know God.

In attendance were children 
from the Bethel church and 
some new faces that joined 
the Sunday School for the first 
time.

Speaking at the event, 
Bethel Church Sunday School 
Superintendent Lusati Bowa 
explained that when children 
come to know their Creator, 
they naturally develop a deep 
love for Him, recognizing what 
He has done for them through 
Jesus Christ. 

Ms Bowa noted that the goal 
was to encourage children to 
learn from one another while 
fostering a sense of belonging 
and spiritual growth.

She added that the key 
focus of the event was guiding 

TWO Zambian teenage internationals James 
Sibeene and Robert Banda have joined 
Swedish side IFK Stocksund.

Sibeene and Banda from Sporting Lusaka 
Academy have been attending trials in Swe-
den before putting pen to paper this week.

The duo who are 18-years-old, were with 
the Zambia Under-17 national team at the 
FIFA World Cup in Doha where Sibeene was 
the vice-captain.

Sibeene started all COSAFA, CAF Un-
der-17 Africa Cup of Nations and World Cup 

matches for Zambia.
“We can confirm that academy graduate 

Robert Banda has joined Swedish side IFK 
Stocksund on loan. A proud moment for 
Sporting Lusaka and Zambian football as 
two young players take the next step in their 
careers. A new chapter begins in Scandina-
via,” Sporting Lusaka said on their Facebook 
page.

Sporting Lusaka say that Sibeene, known 
as “Nene”, and Banda, affectionately called 
“Sugar Sugar,” are both highly-rated young 
talents who will be looking to make their 
mark in Sweden.

“A new challenge in Scandinavia awaits 

the highly-rated midfielder. We hope that 
James continues to lead from the front in 
his time at IFK Stocksund and are excited 
to follow his future development,” Sporting 
Lusaka, aka the TheGlamourBoys said.

Sporting Lusaka campaign in Division Two 
and have been placed in Stream ‘B’ of the 
Lusaka Province League.

Stream ‘B’ comprises Happy Hearts, Irwin 
Rangers, Kamaila, Lusaka City Council, Game 
On, Morkverd Sports Klubb, Red Lions, 
Shamuel Academy and Young Crocs.

The duo join a growing list of Zambian 
internationals who are plying their careers 
across Europe.

FAZ 
Transition 
League 
eesson  
kick-off 
defered to 
October

Robert Banda (right)

James Nene (right)


